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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Conservation Commission 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

September 1, 2021 
 

 

Call to order 
 

Chairman Moran called the public meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. with the presence of a quorum. 

 

Members present virtually  
 

Chairman Jason Moran, Vice Chairman Andrew Kawczak, Adam Galambos, and Elena Traister 

 

Members absent 
 

Jason Canales, Tim Lescarbeau 

 

Others present virtually  
 

Jacob Murray- Waterfield Design Group 
 

Chairman’s statement 
 

Chairman Moran read the following statement regarding virtual meetings: 
 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 

30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather 

in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Conservation Commission is being conducted via remote 

participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but the public can listen to this meeting 

while in progress by via teleconference at zoom.us. Members of the public attending this meeting virtually will be allowed 

to make comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment, by 

teleconference. This meeting is being recorded. 
 

New business 
 

 A Notice of Intent submitted by Waterfield Design Group, Inc., on behalf of the City of North Adams for an 

Order of Conditions authorizing drainage improvements at 18 Wood Street, 20 Wood Street, and Ashton Avenue 

as submitted in the plans.                                            

 
 

Chairman Moran opened the meeting to Jacob Murray. Mr. Murray explained the current issues/ concerns. Mr. Murray 

continued to explain the location at which the drainage improvements shall occur.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about WPA Form 3 page 7, Item C-other applicable standards and requirements, Item 7, 

whether or not this project was subject to the provisions of the Mass DEP Storm Water Standards. It was indicated that this 

project is exempt as an emergency repair. Chairman Moran confirmed that this is considered an emergency repair. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that although the road itself continues to function, however it is an emergency repair in that there is 

a flooding situation.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about planned locations of erosion control. Chairman Moran inquired about manhole 6. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that erosion control could be added around manhole 6. 
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Chairman Moran questioned the plans for temporary storm water draining. Chairman Moran confirmed how this 

would be done without causing damage to surrounding areas. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that this project would be completed in sections. It would also be planned to be completed 

during dry times. If there happened to be a storm during the repair, a bypass would need to be in place would 

could be done within 24 hours.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired if the outlet of the tailrace has been studied to determine that it is able to handle the 

volume of water.  

 

Mr. Murray explained that it has been studied and will be able to handle the volume. The rip rap is being placed 

to help control the energy/ velocity of the water movement.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about the inlet control structure. Chairman Moran inquired about installation of a 

component to assist in keeping items/ animals out of the pipe. Additionally, Chairman Moran inquired about how 

the new system is sized. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that there will be a trashrack installed to prevent trash/ large animals out of the pipe. 

Additionally Mr. Murray explained how the system is sized. He also mentioned the importance of maintaining the 

trash screen so as to make sure water is continuously flowing freely. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired about the elevation of the inlets.  

 

Mr. Murray confirmed that there are plans to drop the elevation of the stream within the area of the inlets.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about minimal invasive species removal. He mentioned that there are quite a bit of 

invasive species and inquired about opportunity to do slightly more invasive species removal. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that there are a lot of invasive species in these locations. It is the cities discretion to add 

more invasive species removal given that the city has the budget to do so.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about extensive vegetation removal going from the road to the outlet.  

 

Mr. Murray explained that there will be some vegetation removed. He also explained that he will check with the 

survey to confirm if there is any additional vegetation needs to be removed. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired about the potential start date of this project. 

 

Mr. Murray confirmed that he believes the project should commence next spring. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired about instruction for the contractor to work during times of low water, during times of 

dry, whether or not the contractors have a specific season that particularly work. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that these instructions would be included in the bid. 

 

Chairman Moran opened qustions to the rest of the board. 

 

Commissioner Galambos inquired about the locations of stock piling. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that there are no plans to stockpile. It is instructed to truck away and not stock pile 

materials. 

 

Commissioner Galambos mentioned that he believes this is a well needed improvements. 

 

CommissionerTraister mentioned she was also concerned about invasive species removal. She asked how long 

monitoring will occur and any other long term information. 

 

Mr. Murray explained the plans for long term invasive species monitoring/ removal. He mentioned there is 

typically a 5 year monitoring period.  

 

Commissioner Traister inquired about whether or not this was reviewed by the state.  
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Chairman Moran mentioned that it was reviewed by the state and assigned a state file number. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired if the 5 year monitoring period would be built into the project specifications.  

 

Mr. Murray explained that the 5 year monitoring period would be included in the project specifications. 

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak expressed concerns about the existing line being removed and the plans for 

construction. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that the project will begin at the existing inlet and will be worked downward so there is 

always a hydrolic connection. He mentioned that it is currently a failed system so if there is a significant storm 

event then water would flow down Wood Street because that is the existing conditions. He further explained plans 

for situations that may require immediate drainage. 

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak inquired if that could be assembled in specifications. 

 

Mr. Murray mentioned that it could be included. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired about WDG participation during the project. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that the current scope would be on site about 1x per week. It would be periodically 

checking in on the project as well as on site for significant components of the project, such as the entrance and 

exit pieces.  

 

Chairman Moran opened questions to the public.  

 

Emily Johnson questioned the notification that she received in the mail about this project. She mentioned a paved 

parking area and a culvurt for a bike path. She requested clarification on that. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that the literature regarding those items were added in error and are not part of this project. 

 

Chairman Moran requested a motion to approve.  

 

Commissioner Traister made a motion to approve. Second by Vice Chairman Kawczak. All in favor. Motion 

carried. 

 

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Commissioner Galambos with a second by Vice President 

Kawczak. All in favor. Motion Carried. 

 

              Chairman Moran began discussion regarding Order of Conditions. 

 

Chairman Moran explained that the order of conditions would contain language regarding construction effortsm 

put forth by Vice Chairman Kawczak. Additional invasive species removal put forth by Commissioner Traister. 

More erosion control put forth by Chairman Moran. Commissioner Trasiter mentioned including following up 

with Mark on the 5 year monitoring program. 
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Approval of minutes 
 

 Public meeting – August 3, 2021 
 

Chairman Moran requested any comments regarding meeting minutes. Hearing none.  
 

Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Marcus Lander 

Conservation Commission Secretary 
 


